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Background: The Canadian Organ Replacement Registry (CORR) was established in 1972 as a national
database on organ replacement therapy (including dialysis, organ donation and transplantation) in
Canada. In 2021, the Canadian Society of Nephrology Quality Improvement and Implementation Science
(CSN QUIS) committee was established to promote quality assurance and improvement in Canada. To
achieve their shared goals, CORR and CSN QUIS collaborated on a new set of nephrology performance
indicators.

Objectives: To describe the collaboration process between CORR and CSN QUIS to develop, analyse,
and publish prioritized quality indicators.

Methods: CSN QUIS identified nine indicators for provincial benchmarking, working with the Canadian
Senior Renal Leader Community of Practice and patient partners. A feasibility assessment was
conducted by CORR, and the indicator values were evaluated for small cells. Criteria for reliability was
established to ensure a minimal relative standard error of 25% or less. CORR and CSN QUIS
collaborated on the method of distribution of pilot indicators.

Results: While analysis of all nine indicators was feasible, four indicators met reliability criteria and were
prioritized for public release as part of a pilot program:
1) Percentage of patients with an eGFR <9.5 mL/min/1.73m2 at dialysis start,
2) Percentage of patients on home dialysis within three months of dialysis initiation,
3) Percentage of prevalent dialysis patients who received a kidney transplant,
4) Number of kidney transplants per year by province/territory of treatment/follow-up
In December 2023, CORR published these indicators in the CORR Annual Statistics, and in 2024 CSN
QUIS will publish the indicators in a national scorecard to be accompanied by infographics targeting both
patients and providers.

Conclusions: Successful collaboration between CORR and CSN QUIS has resulted in a new set of
prioritized indicators to be used for quality assurance at the provincial and national level. This process
could be replicated for additional quality indicators in the future.
