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CSN SNAP Committee Meeting MINUTES 
Tuesday, June 18, 2024, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. EDT 

Present 
Caroline Stigant, (Chair) 
Neil Finkle, NS 
Tamara Glavinovic, ON 
Dan Martinusen, BC 
Ratna Samanta, QC 
Shaifali Sandal, QC 
Ahmad Tarakji, ON 
Sarah Thomas, Nursing Rep 

Administration 
Filomena Picciano, Director of Operations 
  

Regrets 
Keefe Davis, SK 
Isabelle Éthier, QC 
Naomi Glick, BC 
Bhavneet Kahlon, AB 
Syed Obaid Amin, SK 
Kristen Pederson, MB 
Tasleem Rajan, BC 
Nancy Verdin 
Seychelle Yohanna 

Minutes 
Diane Perazzo, Wordsmith Writing 
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

1. Welcome, Land Acknowledgement  

Dr. Stigant welcomed the group and called the meeting to order. 

She acknowledged that she was attending from the traditional and unceded 
territory of the Wsanec people who are indigenous to southern Vancouver 
Island and shared some historical information about The Douglas Treaties.  
These were a series of 14 agreements made between First Nations on 
Vancouver Island and James Douglas of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
representing the British Crown (government) in the years 1850-1854.  Although 
the written treaties only express the understanding of James Douglas, they 
have been accepted as legal treaties.  Each treaty is short, only 2 paragraphs 
long, and they offer to protect Indigenous villages, fields, fishing and hunting 
rights, in exchange for a certain number of blankets, and a statement that all 
the rest of the land and resources would belong to the settlers.  Descendants of 
the Indigenous peoples who were party to the oral agreements and who never 
saw the written agreements, say that what was written did not capture what 
was in fact agreed upon. 

Dr. Stigant also welcomed Sarah Thomas a new nursing representative member 
of the Committee. Ms. Thomas leads the emergency response team with BC 
Renal and was also a key author in the development of a document regarding 
the role of nurses for planetary health care. Ms. Thomas stated that she was 
thrilled to be part of the group and that sustainable practices in kidney care had 
been a long-time passion for her. 

Dr. Glavinovic assumed the role of Chair for the remainder of the meeting. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes from February 20, 2024 

Dr. Stigant made a motion to approve the February 20, 2024 Meeting Minutes. 
This motion was seconded by Dr. Samanta. All in favour. 

 

3. Sustainable Kidney Care and Incorporation into Subspecialty Areas 

Dr. Samanta provided a brief presentation entitled “Climate Change and 
Glomerular Disease.” She noted the following key points: 

 Increased frequency of AKI from heat waves 
 Epidemic of CKD in individuals exposed to extreme heat 
 Increased ambient temperature and sunlight indices are major risk 

factors for kidney stone formation 
 Renal disease from vector-borne diseases (i.e. mosquitoes) 
1. Damage to property and interruption of critical infrastructure (e.g., 

power and water supplies, transportation and telecommunication 
services) due to extreme weather events also pose significant risk to 
chronic medical patients dependent on access to functioning health 
services. 

A1. Dr. Samanta will 
continue to 
investigate the 
issue of climate 
change and 
glomerular 
disease. 

2. Dr. Glavinovic will 
share the patient 
counselling 
template specific 
to heat-related 
AKI. 
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Source: Frontiers | Immune-mediated disease caused by climate change-
associated environmental hazards: mitigation and adaptation (frontiersin.org) 

The epithelial barrier hypothesis proposes that increases in exposure to air 
pollutants and other toxic substances in the air, water and foodstuffs (such as 
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detergents, household cleaners, food emulsifiers, preservatives, pesticides and 
microplastics) damage the epithelial barrier. This damage increases the 
penetration of allergens and microbes, leading to increases in pro-inflammatory 
reactions. 

 
Source: Does the epithelial barrier hypothesis explain the increase in allergy, 
autoimmunity and other chronic conditions? - PubMed (nih.gov) 
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Source: Does the epithelial barrier hypothesis explain the increase in allergy, 
autoimmunity and other chronic conditions? - PubMed (nih.gov) 
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 IgA Nephropathy is one of the most common primary glomerular 
diseases in the world 

 The development of IgA Nephrology results in changes in the intestinal 
microbial ecosystem that affect host physiology and health 

 Similarly, changes in intestinal microbiota also affect the development of 
IgA Nephrology 
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Source: Perspectives on how mucosal immune responses, infections and gut 
microbiome shape IgA nephropathy and future therapies - PubMed (nih.gov) 

Discussion: 

 There is clearly huge interest in this topic and a systematic review would 
be welcomed. 

 The increase in auto immune and rheumatologic conditions is quite 
likely related to environmental issues. 

 There are changes in DNA related to temperature and it would be 
interesting to see something on this from a nephrological point of view. 

 There is literature on progression rate with PM 2.5 exposure, e.g. IgA 
and renal transplant. 

 There are faster progression rates and more immunologic activity. 
 Dr. Heather Riech is the primary investigator on a study that involved 

SCORE and patients diagnosed with GN. There were many academic 
institutions involved. Unfortunately, SCORE 2.0 is no longer enrolling 
patients. 

 It was noted that after particulate exposure due to the forest fires in BC 
there was an increase in incidence of GN. This issue is of particular 
concern to Aboriginal communities. 

The Committee agreed that this subject area needs to be investigated and that a 
multi-centre study might generate some primary data. 

Dr. Glavinovic noted that she had incorporated a template for patient 
counselling specific to heat-related AKI. 
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4. Education - Royal College Update 

Dr. Finkle reported that he had recently met with the Nephrology Program 
Directors who were currently in process of revising the Royal College 
Certification documents. He stressed to them the importance of planetary 
health principles and sustainable kidney care and why these topics should be 
incorporated into the curriculum. They were very supportive and mentioned 
that sustainability had been and continued to be an important area of focus. 

 
The Program Directors were interested in a modular program that could be 
based on the existing Playbook, but they were not averse to a centrally-delivered 
curriculum. This topic should also be integrated with QI. He was able to 
demonstrate how sustainable kidney care could be codified into entrustable 
professional activities (EPAs) which need to be completed by nephrology 
residents. 

 

A2. Dr. Finkle will 
continue to 
connect with the 
program 
directors and 
share program 
development 
information with 
SNAP for their 
guidance and 
input. 
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Dr. Finkle also asked the Program Directors to recommend a potential resident 
to become a member of the SNAP Committee and suggested that the specialty 
exam include aspects of planetary health and sustainable nephrology (different 
body than Subspecialty Committee). 

Discussion: 

 This is a great first step to introduce the importance of sustainability and 
it is quite likely interest will continue to grow. 

3. Aligning different systems such as EPAs, training, examination, etc to 
include the topic of sustainability is also key to this work. 

4. This work will be ongoing and it will be important that SNAP provides 
input into any program / training materials. 

 Integrating sustainability with the QI project approach would align well. 
 A potential EPA activity might be to counsel a patient with AKI that has 

been precipitated by heat-related illness. 
 It was noted that the Directors are hoping to reduce the number of EPA 

assessments. 
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5. Education Update 

Dr. Stigant reported that the attendance at the SNAP get together held at the 
CSN AGM was low, but there had been a discussion at the Board of Directors’ 
meeting about ways to include the issue environmentally sustainable care into 
all CSN-related presentations, etc. This might include the development of an 
educational slide that could be used in different presentations as well as a 
consultation to anyone doing a CSN-related educational activity.   Dr. Stigant 
thought that an excellent SNAP resident physician member year-long project 
would be performing the proposed sustainability consultations to CSN 
presentations. 

Dr. Sandal reported that the Green Nephrology Tool Kit had been presented at 
the ERA and will be available soon. It was suggested that this could be a 
longitudinal project for a nephrology resident. 

5. Dr. Glavinovic will 
speak to Dr. 
Kaushal, Chair of 
the Education 
Committee about 
integrating 
sustainability into 
CSN Educational 
offerings. 

6. Dr. Stigant will 
invite Dr. Kaushal 
to the next SNAP 
Meeting. 

6. Ongoing Courses 

Dr. Stigant informed the Committee members that the next offering of the UK 
SusNet Kidney Care Course would be in December 2024. She encouraged 
members to consider taking this course and reminded them that the CSN would 
cover the cost of registration. 

7. SNAP Members 
will consider 
taking the UK 
SusNet Kidney 
Care Course. 

7. Other Issues 

 Updates on independent initiatives 
 Discussion of Implementing Updates in Future Meetings (if under 

umbrella of CSN vs. independent 
 Survey Work 
 Sustainability key performance indicators 
 Local projects 

These topics were deferred to the next meeting. 

 

8. Committee Terms of Reference 

It was noted that a Nephrology Resident and Technologist representatives had 
not yet been recruited and the search will continue. 

Approval of the SNAP Terms of Reference did not take place due to a lack of 
quorum and it was decided that this would take place by email. The issue of 
quorum amount was discussed e.g. would it be possible to reduce quorum from 
70% to 50%? 

There was also discussion about the importance of continuity on the Committee 
for key members such as the Dr. Stigant whose expertise and leadership is 
essential. 

8. Committee 
members will 
continue to seek 
possible resident 
and technologist 
representatives. 

9. Ms. Picciano will 
coordinate ToR 
approval by 
email.  
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9. Wrap-up and Next Meeting Date / Time  

 
Drs. Stigant and Glavinovic thanked the members for their attendance at the 
meeting. 

Next Meeting: September 2024 TBD. 

The meeting ended at 5:10 p.m.  

A10. CSN Admin will 
send a Doodle Poll 
regarding the 
time/date of the 
next meeting 

 


