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CSN SNAP Committee Meeting MINUTES 
January 13, 2026, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. EST 

Present 
Caroline Stigant (Chair) 
Tamara Glavinovic (Vice-Chair) 

Isabelle Éthier, QC 
Neil Finkle, NS 
Anukul Ghimire, Nephrology Fellow 
Rebecca LaFrance, ON 
Ratna Samanta, QC 
Shaifali Sandal, QC 
Blake Sandery, BC 
Meera Shah, Nephrology Fellow 
Catherine Weber, PC 
Seychelle Yohanna, ON 
CSN Admin 
Julia Freeman, Coordinator 

Regrets 
Bhavneet Kahlon, AB 
Dan Martinusen, BC 
Sarah Thomas, Nursing Rep 
Nancy Verdin, AB 
Guests 
Bryce Barr, Chair, CSN Advocacy Committee 
Rania Bouzeriba, Ottawa Hospital 
Zeina Debbs, Ottawa Hospital 
Lisa Miller, Vice Chair, CSN CPG Committee 
Sara Tessier, Ottawa Hospital 
Minutes 
Diane Perazzo, Wordsmith Writing 
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

1. Welcome, Land Acknowledgement 

Dr. Stigant welcomed the Committee members and noted several guests would be 
attending: Bryce Barr, Chair, CSN Advocacy Committee; Lisa Miller, Vice Chair, CSN 
CPG Committee; Rania Bouzeriba, Sara Tessier and Zeina Debbs, Ottawa Hospital. 
 
Dr. Samanta offered a land acknowledgement from Tiohtià:ke / Montreal on the 
unceded territory of the Kanien’kéha Nation, lands that have long been a gathering 
place for many Indigenous peoples, including the Anishinaabe, Huron-Wendat, 
Inuit and Metis. She encouraged participants to take a moment to acknowledge the 
Indigenous lands they were attending from. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes from November 18, 2025 

Dr. Éthier noted that the talk she mentioned in Section 5 of the Minutes was not 
actually pre-recorded as stated. 

Ms. Perazzo also noted a few edits to the document title: change TRANSCRIPT to 
MINUTES and the time to p.m. rather than a.m. 

Dr. Éthier made a motion to approve the November 18, 2025 Meeting Minutes as 
corrected. This motion was seconded by Dr. Glavinovic. All in favour. 

1. Ms. Freeman will 
correct the 
Minutes of the 
November 2025 
meeting as 
discussed.  

3. CSN Advocacy Committee 

Dr. Stigant welcomed Dr. Bryce Barr, a nephrologist and assistant professor at the 
University of Manitoba with a clinical and research focus on glomerulonephritis 
and Chairman of the new CSN Advocacy Committee. Dr. Barr provided an overview 
of the new Committee as follows: 

 The Advocacy Committee which contains 9 members (see CSN website 
here) includes a variety of expertise such as clinical and research 
nephrology, allied health, patient perspective, knowledge translation, 
pharmacy, pediatrics, etc. 

 The CSN Advocacy Committee was created to: 

o Advocate for equitable and timely access to effective therapeutics, 
treatments, education and technologies for all Canadians living 
with chronic kidney disease (CKD). 

o Address systemic barriers to reimbursement and regulatory 
approval at the federal and provincial levels. 

o Promote policies and practices that improve patient outcomes and 
align with the best available evidence in nephrology care. 

 The Committee held its first meeting in December and set some short-
term achievable goals centered around improving equity of access to 
healthcare for CKD patients across Canada.  
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 Dr. Barr has already met with Health Canada regulators regarding their 

process for approving medications for CKD around issues such as surrogate 
end points, etc. He has also been in touch with Canada’s Drug Agency 
(CDA), formerly CADTH about these issues.  

 The Advocacy Committee recognizes sustainability as a key area for 
advocacy and welcomes the opportunity to collaborate with the SNAP 
Committee. 

Discussion 

 It was noted that improved patient care is good for the environment as it 
lowers the need for dialysis, in fact what’s “good for patients is also good 
for the pocket and the environment”. 

 In addition, global trends such as better patient-centered care (which 
includes improved prescribing) and responsible manufacture of drugs, and 
increasing uptake of home therapies when appropriate are also beneficial 
for the environment as they can reduce travel time for appointments and 
treatment, etc. 

It was agreed that there are many potential overlaps between the work of the 
Advocacy and SNAP Committees and members are looking forward to future 
collaboration.  One such idea pertains to PD solution stewardship (see Agenda item 
4 below). 

4. PD Solution Stewardship and Advocacy Opportunities 

Dr. Ghimire provided a presentation about advocacy opportunities related to PD 
Solution Stewardship as follows: 

 

2. Committee 
members will let 
Drs. Ghimire and 
Éthier know if 
they are 
interested in 
pursuing more 
work related to PD 
Solution 
Stewardship. 

3. Dr. Stigant will 
raise this issue 
with the GREEN-K 
initiative as part of 
sustainable 
procurement 
strategy. 



CSN SNAP Committee Meeting Minutes – January 13, 2026 page 4 

AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

 

 

 



CSN SNAP Committee Meeting Minutes – January 13, 2026 page 5 

AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

 

 

 



CSN SNAP Committee Meeting Minutes – January 13, 2026 page 6 

AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

 

 

 



CSN SNAP Committee Meeting Minutes – January 13, 2026 page 7 

AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

 
Discussion 

 One of the study researchers, Dr. Robert Quinn, has reached out to Vantive 
regarding this issue and was told that this is the usual practice. The group 
wondered if the company’s reluctance is due to the fact that there could 
be less profit in smaller bags. 

 It should be pointed out to Vantive that larger bags are more resource 
intensive / costly to produce and therefore less sustainable. 

 It was noted that a variety of sized bags are used throughout the world 
(e.g. smaller 2L bags in Australia) and this is also a good argument for 
change.   It was speculated that regulatory issues may be a barrier to 
introducing smaller bags that are options in other jurisdictions. 

 More data could also be collected from across Canada regarding the 
volume amounts and other variabilities.  

 It would be interesting to have a more detailed picture of the resource 
requirements of manufacturing and shipping the bags. 

The Committee agreed that this was an issue that required additional study leading 
to advocacy on this issue.  

5. Ottawa Hospital Sustainable Pharmacy Work 

Ms. Sara Tessier thanked the group for inviting them to share their work and 
introduced 3rd year pharmacy fellows Bouzeriba and Debbs who had recently 
undertaken a project entitled Integrating Environmental Health into Nephrology: A 
Toll for Clinical Pharmacists at the Ottawa Hospital (Riverside Campus). 

4. Dr. Glavinovic will 
follow up when 
information and 
tools related to 
this project are 
available online. 
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The group is currently working on publishing information and patient information 
tools related to this project online, which are expected to be available by the end 
of January 2026.  

Dr. Stigant thanked the presenters for their complementary and unique resource.  
Once completed, we would like to post links to these materials on the SNAP 
webpage. 

6. Lessons Learned from the CSN’s Experience with Choosing Wisely 

Dr. Lisa Miller joined the meeting and provided an overview of the CSN’s 
experience updating the nephrology recommendations for Choosing Wisely and 
provided some advice regarding how the CSN might provide input to CW’s 
planetary health guidelines.  

 

 

5. Committee 
members will let 
Dr. Stigant know if 
they are 
interested in 
supporting the 
development of 
nephrology 
climate action 
recommendations 
for Choosing 
Wisely. 
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Discussion 

 There is no limit to the number of climate action recommendations. There 
are also a lot of duplicate recommendations, e.g. use of gloves instead of 
hand hygiene, so OK to prioritize as we see fit, even if this topic is already 
selected in another specialty area. 

 The CSN can adopt existing recommendations and/or create new ones. 
 Choosing Wisely allows a fair amount of autonomy and is flexible regarding 

the type of methodology used, though is clear that rigour of whatever 
methodologic process is selected is important. 

 All recommendations submitted to Choosing Wisely will need to be peer 
reviewed by the CSN and Choosing Wisely.. 

Dr. Stigant thanked Dr. Miller who stated she would be happy to continue to act as 
a resource on this work.  

7. SNAP ESKC Video  

Dr. Glavinovic briefly updated the Committee regarding the SNAP ESKC Video 
Lecture. All components of this video have been recorded and are available on the 
CSN website. Mr. Raj is working on a publicly-available link. 

6. Dr. Glavinovic will 
share weblinks to 
the ESKC video. 

8. Kidney Care SusNet Event featuring Dr. Glavinovic  

Dr. Glavinovic reported that she would be providing a virtual talk on January 22 at 
9 am EDT entitled Sustainability in Kidney Care, Drawing on the Canadian 
Experience. This webinar is hosted by Kidney Care Sustainability Network. 

This talk can be accessed here: 
https://networks.sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/events/network-meeting-
sustainability-kidney-care-canadian-experience  

7. Committee 
members are 
encouraged to 
attend Dr. 
Glavonivic’s 
presentation, or if 
unable to attend 
to access the 
recorded version 
via CSH 
Sustainable Kidney 
Care link. 

9. Research Updates  

Dr. Sandal reported that she had spoken to the Education Committee regarding a     
2 – 3-hour parallel session which would be presented by her and Drs. Weber and 
Éthier at the upcoming CSN Conference. This session would provide information 
about the Vulnerability Assessment Framework, solicit input regarding various 
experiences and recommend practice and research priorities as well as outcomes. 

This feedback would be captured and shared in a list of recommendations that could 
be rated and prioritized over the next 5 years. The next step would be to create a 
database to capture these outcomes.  

8. Dr. Sandal will 
provide details 
about the timing 
of the session 
when they are 
available. 
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Additional work is being done to engage CKD patients via Can-SOLVE CKD. 

 

9. Committee 
Members will 
send information 
about potential 
participants and 
aim to attend and 
contribute to this 
session. 

10. Wrap Up and Next Meeting 

Dr. Stigant thanked the Committee members for their attendance and encouraged 
them to follow up regarding their interest in the PD Solution Bag or the Choosing 
Wisely Projects. 

10. Ms. Freeman 
will finalize and 
share information 
about the date of 
the next meeting. 

 

 


