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CSN SNAP Committee Meeting MINUTES 

Thursday, May 8, 2025, 7:00 – 8:00 a.m. PST 

Port McNeill Room, North Tower, Sheraton Wall Centre, Vancouver B.C. 

Present (In Person) 
Caroline Stigant (Chair) 
Tamara Glavinovic (Co-Chair) 

Isabelle Éthier, QC 
Neil Finkle, NS 
Anukul Ghimire 
Naomi Glick, BC 
Kristen Pederson, MB 
Shaifali Sandal, QC 
Ratna Samanta, QC 
Sarah Thomas, Nursing Rep 

Present (Online) 
Bhavneet Kahlon, AB 
Rebecca LaFrance, ON 

Regrets 
Dan Martinusen, BC 
Blake Sandery, BC 
Ahmad Tarakji, ON 
Nancy Verdin, AB 
Seychelle Yohanna, ON  
Filomena Picciano, Director of Operations 
Natalie Marino, Senior Project Manager  
 
Minutes 
Diane Perazzo, Wordsmith Writing 

 

1. Welcome, Land Acknowledgement ................................................................................................................ 2 

2. Approval of Minutes from March 11, 2025 .................................................................................................... 2 

3. Membership Update ..................................................................................................................................... 2 

4. BC Renal: Planetary Health Strategy ............................................................................................................... 2 

5. Terms of Reference Update ......................................................................................................................... 10 

6. Update on Shared Lecture ........................................................................................................................... 10 

7. ISN Procurement Update ............................................................................................................................. 10 

8. KDIGO Controversies Conference Update .................................................................................................... 15 

9. Wrap Up and Next Meeting ......................................................................................................................... 15 
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

1. Welcome, Land Acknowledgement 

Dr. Stigant welcomed those in person and online noting that the meeting was 
taking place in Vancouver at the CSN 2025 AGM. 

As a land acknowledgement from the traditional territories of the Squamish 
Nation, she shared the Great Flood Creation Story of the Squamish people’s 
connection to Nch’ḵay.̓ This story can be found online here: Great Flood Story | 
Nch’ḵaỷ 

Dr. Stigant observed that the story emphasizes the fragility of society and the raw 
power of nature and serves as a lesson on the importance of respecting and 
preserving the land and its resources. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes from March 11, 2025 

Dr. Stigant made a motion to approve the March 11, 2025, Meeting Minutes. This 
motion was seconded by Dr. Glavinovic. All in favour. 

 

3. Membership Update 

Dr. Stigant thanked the departing members, Kristen Pederson and Ahmad Tarakji 
and welcomed incoming member: Catherine Weber. 

She reminded the following members that their terms were coming to an end and 
mentioned that she would be contacting them individually to discuss whether 
they’d like to consider remaining on the Committee: Isabelle Ethier, Neil Finkle, 
Naomi Glick, Bhavneet Kahlon, Dan Martinusen, Ratna Samanta. 

 

4. BC Renal: Planetary Health Strategy 

Ms. Thomas shared information about the BC strategy for integrating planetary 

health into kidney care across British Columbia. This strategy includes a 

comprehensive approach with four pillars: kidney care design and delivery, 

operations and procurement, culture cultivation and capacity building, climate 

adaption and resilience. The Strategy aims to support reduction in carbon emissions 

by 2030 through initiatives like optimizing virtual visits, recycling, and enhancing 

emergency preparedness. BC Renal is working to disseminate the Strategy, promote 

learning opportunities, and evaluate outcomes through partnerships and a 

community of practice. 

1. Members will 
look for 
opportunities 
to share 
information 
about the BC 
Planetary 
Health 
Strategy within 
their own 
jurisdictions. 

2. Dr. Glick will 
share 
information 
about the BC 
Renal 
Planetary 

https://www.nchkay.com/great-flood-story/
https://www.nchkay.com/great-flood-story/
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Health 
Strategy with 
the 
Community 
Nephrologists 
Committee. 

3. Dr. Ghimire 
will share 
paper being 
published 
about acid 
concentrate. 
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Discussion 

The group discussed the implementation of similar sustainability practices across 

Canada stressing the need to find champions within organizations, navigating 

different provincial structures and approaches as well as the importance of 

integrating sustainability into various aspects of patient care beyond just basic 

efforts such as recycling. 

• One of the secrets to the Strategy is an emphasis on a systems approach 

and to this end, the Committee includes a wide range of different health 

professionals representing many different aspects of the kidney care 

system including clinical and admin, procurement, equipment 

maintenance, etc. 

• Key lesson: You can work productively with the people and resources you 

have. 
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• It would be useful to create a toolkit or guide for others to follow, as many 

people ask for practical steps to start sustainability initiatives.  Dr. Stigant 

mentioned that a toolkit for implementation of ESKC programs is being 

developed via the ISN GREEN-K program currently; this will be shared 

broadly once complete. 

• It is challenging to find and understand complex and differing regulations 

as they exist at many different levels, e.g. hospitals, provincial health 

ministries and even at the federal level. This system is also very complex 

in other countries. Various healthcare standards also play a role. 

• The CSN has a potential role to play in providing support and mentorship 

to regions lacking established sustainability programs. 

• Unfortunately, there are institutional barriers that can cause challenges. 

• Networks are key and may need to be intentionally created in some 

regions. 

Next steps: 

BC Renal will be continuing to spread the word about the Strategy and are available 

to provide more information to local clinicians, healthcare centres as well as across 

Canada and internationally via the ISN. 

5. Terms of Reference Update  

Discussion deferred to next meeting. Proposed adjustment to permit up to two 

Fellow members, with one spot prioritized to a trainee in anESKC training program / 

fellowship, regardless of geographic location within Canada. 

 

6. Update on Shared Lecture  

The shared lecture, which aims to be 45-50 minutes long, is still in progress with 

contributions from various members. Clips from the lecture will be shown 

throughout the CSN AGM and Conference. 

4. Members and 
CSN Admin will 
complete the 
shared lecture. 

7. ISN Procurement Update  

Dr. Stigant provided an update on the ISN Procurement work being done, including a 

brief review of a recent ISN GREEN-K Workshop on Procurement for Industry 

Partners. The following includes a sampling of slides from that presentation. 

5. Members to 
identify 
procurement 
contacts within 
their individual 
areas. 
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6. Members to 
disseminate 
the 
procurement 
strategy and 
tools within 
their 
communities 
once 
completed. 

7. CSN SNAP to 
seek formal 
endorsement 
from CSN for 
the 
procurement 
strategy once 
finalized. 

8. Members to 
promote the 
use of the 
procurement 
strategy within 
their 
procurement 
processes. 

9. Dr. Glavinovic 
to consider 
using the new 
unit in Ottawa 
as test sites for 
the 
procurement 
exercise. 
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Discussion 

• The procurement strategy focuses on enhancing ethics and reducing 

emissions in the supply chain by incorporating environmental sustainability 

and climate resiliency principles into the procurement process. 

• It will be very important to bring industry on board with this process and 

there will need to be a lot of support to seek formal endorsement, roll out 

this plan and disseminate the procurement tool locally. 

8. KDIGO Controversies Conference Update 

To be discussed at next meeting. 
 

9. Wrap Up and Next Meeting 

Next Meeting: TBA September 2025. 10. Dr. Stigant to 

circulate a post-

meeting email 

about interim 

work streams 

and workflows. 

 




