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CSN SNAP Committee Meeting MINUTES 
Tuesday, November 19, 2024, 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. EDT 

Present 
Caroline Stigant (Chair) 
Tamara Glavinovic (Co-Chair) 

Isabelle Éthier, QC 
Neil Finkle, NS 
Anukul Ghimire, Nephrology Fellow 
Naomi Glick, BC 
Bhavneet Kahlon, AB 
Kristen Pederson, MB 
Shaifali Sandal, QC 
Blake Sandery, Pediatric Nephrologist 
Ahmad Tarakji, ON 
Sarah Thomas, Nursing Rep 
Nancy Verdin 

Regrets 
Keefe Davis, SK 
Dan Martinusen, BC 
Ratna Samanta, QC 
Seychelle Yohanna 
Filomena Picciano, Director of Operations 

Administration 
Natalie Marino, Senior Project Manager 

Minutes 
Diane Perazzo, Wordsmith Writing 
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

1. Welcome, Land Acknowledgement  

Ms. Thomas welcomed the group and acknowledged she was attending the 
meeting from her home office on the traditional, unceded territories of the 
Semiahmoo First Nation and the Coast Salish Peoples. She pointed out that 
even when we gather virtually, we must recognize the Indigenous people 
who have stewarded the land and have long lived within a deep and 
ongoing connection with the natural world.  

 

2. Approval of Minutes from June 18, 2024 

Dr. Ethier made a motion to approve the June 18, 2024 Meeting Minutes. 
This motion was seconded by Dr. Glavinovic. All in favour. 

 

3. SNAP Membership Updates 

Dr. Stigant welcomed new members Drs. Blake Sandery (pediatric 
nephrologist) from Vancouver and Anukul Ghimire from Calgary, 
(nephrology fellow). 

Dr. Stigant thanked Dr. Syed Amin who was stepping down for his service on 
the Committee. 

Dr. Stigant also welcomed Ms. Natalie Marino, who recently joined the CSN 
staff team as Senior Project Manager. 

 

4. Finalized SNAP Budget 

Dr. Stigant informed the Committee that the CSN Board of Directors had 
made a few changes to the FY2025 SNAP Budget Request as follows: 

• The coverage for the Centre for Sustainable Healthcare Kidney Care 
Course had been reduced from six participants to four. 

• The publication fees for CKHD Sustainable Nephrology Special 
Collection was budgeted for at $1700 per article (not $3,000 as 
noted in the funding request). 

She encouraged Committee members to recommend potential projects for 
the Green Nephrology Prize @$500 each. 

A1. Members will 
recommend potential 
projects for the CSN 
Green Nephrology 
Prize. 

5. Engaging Fellows in PH / ESKD Education, Research and Advocacy 

Dr. Stigant shared the contents of a recent talk she gave entitled 
Environmentally Sustainable Kidney Care: An Introduction for Nephrology 
Trainees. (Distributed with Meeting Agenda). 

She reviewed the slides quickly and let the Committee members know that 
she had shared information about SNAP Investigators Work in Progress as 
follows: 

A2. Members will let Dr. 
Stigant know if they 
have any changes or 
concerns about the 
information shared 
about their work in 
progress. 
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

 
She requested that Committee members let her know if they had any 
changes to the information she shared or would not like their projects 
mentioned. 

She encouraged the Committee members to use and adapt her work, asking 
that they note her as the primary creator of the intellectual material. 

Discussion: 

• The Committee agreed it was a great idea to provide information to 
trainees about environmentally sustainable kidney care. 

• Dr. Ghimire made the following suggestions: 
o It would be helpful to provide ideas about tangible actions 

and projects that trainees could get involved in. 
o Ideally, Nephrology Program Directors should be consulted 

regarding providing this presentation as well as approving 
trainees taking time to deliver the information. 

o Additional fellows/trainees should be recruited to deliver 
this information. 

• Drs. Finkle and Pederson pointed out that Program Directors are 
aware of the importance of sustainable kidney care welcome ways 
to integrate it into their training programs, etc. 

• The Royal College may also be open to include a component 
regarding planetary health assessment in one or more of their EPAs. 
This content would need to be robust and woven throughout 
several subjects and crossing multiple disciplines. This could be 
structured based on milestones/learning objectives, etc. 

• Dr. Pederson encouraged the SNAP Committee to offer a 
presentation to the Program Directors regarding green nephrology. 

It was agreed that there are a variety of ways to share information about 
Green Nephrology and potential initiatives and Drs. Glavinovic and Sandery 
volunteered to provide presentations locally. 

A3. Members will contact 
their local Program 
Directors regarding 
the sustainable 
nephrology 
presentation 
template. 

A4. CSN Admin will 
circulate a list of 
current Nephrology 
Program Directors; Dr. 
Stigant will contact 
program directors on 
behalf of the 
committee with offer 
of slides and thoughts 
regarding 
presentation 

A5. Dr. Finkle will share 
his thoughts about 
ways to work with the 
Royal College to 
integrate sustainable 
nephrology into EPAs, 
etc. 

A6. Dr. Ethier will 
continue to liaise with 
the French Dialysis 
Green Nephrology 
Group regarding the 
QI assessment tool. 

A7. Dr. Ethier will provide 
French language 
presentation 
resources. 

A8. Dr. Pederson will 
provide more 
information regarding 
the Nephrology 
Program Directors’ 
interest in sustainable 
nephrology. 
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 
A9. Members will let Dr. 

Stigant know if they 
are available to 
provide a green 
nephrology 
presentation to the 
Nephrology Program 
Directors and/or 
individual programs 
(ideally combined 
virtual rounds). 

A10. All SNAP 
members are 
encouraged to 
provide lecture to 
trainees / teams 
locally and 
incorporate as much 
local ESKC 
implementation as 
feasible. 

6. COP and Lancet Countdown Highlights 

Dr. Stigant drew attention to the 2024 Report of the Lancet Countdown on 
health and climate change: facing record-breaking threats from delayed 
action. (article distributed with meeting agenda) 

She pointed out that this was the most concerning report yet and 
mentioned higher heat-related mortality in older people as well as other 
effects of climate change on morbidity and mortality. The report also draws 
attention to significant and far-reaching effects such as food insecurity etc. 

The financial impacts of climate change are immense and growing especially 
in areas such as emergency management of the effects of extreme weather 
events. 

She reminded members to encourage their health institutions to sign on to 
the various global planetary health declarations and also suggested that 
members consider using statistics and other information from this report in 
their work. 

Dr. Stigant also summarized some of the key points from COP 16 and 29. 
Her notes are provided in Attachment #1. 

She stressed that while this information is upsetting, it is important not to 
allow our frustration to override our ability to take action. 

 

  

https://www.csnscn.ca/cms/media/2024/11/Lancet-Countdown-2024-Health-and-CC.pdf
https://www.csnscn.ca/cms/media/2024/11/Lancet-Countdown-2024-Health-and-CC.pdf
https://www.csnscn.ca/cms/media/2024/11/Lancet-Countdown-2024-Health-and-CC.pdf
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7. International Updates 

French Society 

Dr. Ethier reported that the international French Dialysis Green Nephrology 
Group has developed a QI online tool/app to be used by dialysis 
nephrologists (not just students and/or fellows). This tool scores issues such 
as water use, energy, waste, etc. and can be used to compare with other 
dialysis units and over time. The group is willing to share this platform and 
have it translated into English. Dr Ethier recently provided a presentation 
regarding the tool and encouraged the SNAP Committee to utilize this as a 
potential template. 

UK CSH Sustainable Kidney Care Network 

More information about this project can be found here: 
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/sustainable-
specialties/sustainable-kidney-care 

Green K and Procurement Workstream 

Dr. Stigant is the Co-Chair of a procurement project which is creating a Joint 
Statement of Demand for industry and suppliers requesting the creation of 
innovative products and services in a variety of social and environmental 
accountability procurement domains.  The idea is that programs worldwide 
can adopt the procurement tool with its embedded / expert informed social 
and environmental requirements so that each program does not have to 
individually conceptualize these requirements.  A procurement community 
of practice will be created, via ISN GREEN-K, to engage patients, kidney care 
practitioners and procurers, and industry. 

KDIGO Green Dialysis Conference 

Dr. Stigant is part of the Steering Committee for this Conference. More 
information can be found here: https://kdigo.org/conferences/green-
dialysis/  

A11. Dr. Ethier will 
forward information 
about the French QI 
Tool/App as it evolves. 

A12. Dr. Ethier will 
share the link to an 
upcoming French 
language webinar of 
the French Dialysis 
Green Nephrology 
Group. 

 

8. Education Update 

ESKC at CSN AGM 

Deferred to next meeting. 

Green Nephrology Prize Submissions 

Members are encouraged to seek and recommend potential projects for the 
Green Nephrology Prize. 

A13. Members will 
recommend potential 
projects for the 2025 
Green Nephrology 
Prize. 

  

https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/sustainable-specialties/sustainable-kidney-care
https://sustainablehealthcare.org.uk/what-we-do/sustainable-specialties/sustainable-kidney-care
https://kdigo.org/conferences/green-dialysis/
https://kdigo.org/conferences/green-dialysis/
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9. SNAP Collaborations / Members Research Updates 

Dr. Ethier reported that she was still waiting to hear the results of her 
funding application to CIHR for the Scoping Review. 

She also reported that the Catalyst grant application regarding the 
perspectives of people with lived experience was submitted in August and it 
is hoped that results will be received in late January. 

Dr. Sandal reported that her application for funding for a project on 
emergency management was approved by the federal government, pending 
final approval from Sante Quebec. 

 

10. Other Business 

Dr. Sandery reported that the Canadian Association of Physicians for the 
Environment (CAPE) had joined with other health and environmental groups 
for an appeal regarding plastics pollution crisis. She encouraged the 
members to send a letter. More information can be found here: Take action 
on plastics for human health and environmental justice - CAPE  

 

11. Wrap-up and Next Meeting Date / Time  

Drs. Stigant thanked the members for their attendance at the meeting. 

Next Meeting: January 2025 TBD. 

The meeting ended at 6:10 p.m.  

A14. CSN Admin will 
send a Doodle Poll 
regarding the 
time/date of the next 
meeting 

 

  

https://cape.ca/action/take-action-on-plastics-for-human-health-and-environmental-justice/
https://cape.ca/action/take-action-on-plastics-for-human-health-and-environmental-justice/
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Attachment #1: COP and Lancet Updates for SNAP 

COP 16 world’s largest biodiversity summit (Cali, Colombia Oct 16-Nov 1) 

Recall: Montreal-Kanming: 30 by 30 (protect or restore 30% of land / coastlines by 2030) 

a) Progress poor, as no funding agreement how to achieve, and how to enforce 
b) But positives: “The People’s COP” 

a. permanent space for Indigenous Peoples and local communities to participate in decision 
making on biodiversity (working to achieve this for 3 decades) 

b. global fund for collecting economic resources from the use digital sequence information – 
genetic codes coming from organism samples that are often shared digitally – and its and fair, 
equitable distribution (Cali Fund, resources go to Indigenous Peoples and local communities) 

COP 29 “The Climate Financing COP”; little for mitigation 

Political backdrop: many heads of state not attending (including form world’s biggest economies), US may again 
pull out of Paris agreement, process infiltrated by oil and gas lobbyists (including 32 from Canada); ‘petro states’ 
running COP meetings (ie. Azerbaijan using meeting to boost fossil fuel investment, ‘gift from God’), 50K 
attendees (smaller venue than last year) with Canadian delegation including 32 fossil fuel lobbyists. 

George Monbiot editorial Nov 15: ‘A species that knows it is destroying itself but is too greedy to change course’ 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres said that 2024 has been “a masterclass in climate destruction.” He 
emphasized the critical role of climate finance in addressing the crisis 
COP15 Copenhagen (2009), countries agreed to $1 billion/year climate financing, finally achieved in 2022 but 
now insufficient; increase via potentially trillions/year 

Paris Agreement, Article 6: 
working on this for over 10 years, passed on 1st day of COP meeting (some say without due process), aims to 
incentivise countries – and corporations - to collaborate on reaching climate goals 
 

UN backed, global market (centralized accounting) 
- Countries generate carbon credits based on projects aimed to meet their own climate goals, such as 

protecting existing forests from development or shutting coal-fired plants; aim to generate climate 
financing… 

- Private-sector players or other high carbon polluter countries could then buy the credits, which would 
allow them to emit a certain amount of CO2 or other GHGs. Heavy-polluting companies would be 
important customers. 

- Each credit = 1 ton CO2e that is sequestered, reduced from the air, or avoided via green energy 
- $ from credits go to local projects; per tonne carbon price would fluctuate in the market (escalating 

green project investment via credits generated). 
The hope is that it incentivises countries to collaborate to reach their climate goals. 

Reactions: 
Hilda Heine, president of Republic of the Marshall Islands (low-lying atoll group in Pacific threatened with 
inundation): 
“it is in our blood to know when a tide is turning, and on climate the tide is turning today’ 
 
Friends of the Earth International: 
‘ Not even a day into #COP29 and already a rush for #FalseSolutions; we stand firmly against the decision to 
solidify a global carbon market. This is nothing but a win for Big Polluters and rich countries. 

https://www.un.org/sg/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/11/1156831
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