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CSN SNAP Committee Meeting MINUTES 

Tuesday, January 14, 2024, 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. EST 

Present 
Caroline Stigant (Chair) 
Tamara Glavinovic (Co-Chair) 

Isabelle Éthier, QC 
Neil Finkle, NS 
Anukul Ghimire 
Bhavneet Kahlon, AB 
Rebecca LaFrance, ON 
Dan Martinusen, BC 
Kristen Pederson, MB 
Ratna Samanta, QC 
Shaifali Sandal, QC 
Blake Sandery, BC 

Ahmad Tarakji, ON 
Sarah Thomas, Nursing Rep 
Seychelle Yohanna, ON 

Regrets 
Naomi Glick, BC 
Nancy Verdin, AB 
Filomena Picciano, Director of Operations 

Administration 
Natalie Marino, Senior Project Manager 

Minutes 
Diane Perazzo, Wordsmith Writing 
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

1. Welcome, Land Acknowledgement  

Dr. Stigant welcomed the Committee members including Dr. Glavinovic who has 
returned from maternity leave. 

Dr. Finkle offered a land acknowledgement from the unceded territories of the 
Mi’kmaw, Wolastoqey, and Peskotomuhkati Peoples. These sovereign nations 
hold inherent rights as the original peoples of these lands and carry collective 
obligations under the Peace and Friendship Treaties. Section 35 of the 
Constitution Act, 1982 recognizes and affirms Aboriginal and Treaty rights in 
Canada. Members of the Committee took a moment to reflect on the Indigenous 
history of the lands where they lived, worked and played. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes from November 19, 2024 

Dr. Martinusen made a motion to approve the November 19, 2024 Meeting 
Minutes. This motion was seconded by Dr. Yohanna. All in favour. 

 

3. SNAP Membership Updates 

The Committee welcomed new member Rebecca LaFrance, a Senior Nephrology 
Technologist with McMaster University / St. Joseph’s Hospital in Hamilton. 
Rebecca mentioned that she had been working with Dr. Yohanna on sustainable 
nephrology and was looking forward to continuing this work as part of SNAP. 

Dr. Stigant thanked departing member Dr. Tasleem Rajan and acknowledged her 
significant contributions to the formative work on the Committee including as 
guest editor on the CJKHD Sustainable Nephrology special collection. 

 

4. ISN GREEN-K Global Pro-Innovation Procurement Strategy 

Dr. Stigant introduced and provided a summary of the ISN GREEN-K’s sustainable 
procurement initiative, including the proposed Joint Statement of Demand tool, 
and planned global communities of practice. See Attachment #1. 

Discussion: 

The Committee agreed that this approach and its tools would be extremely useful 
for nephrology practice generally, including in Canada. It was pointed out that for 
adoption of these practices to be successful, a cost savings argument both within 
the health care system and pharma industry will be needed. Unfortunately, new 
treatments and equipment are often priced much higher than existing and/or 
generic medications, etc. 

It was suggested that fair and reasonable pricing and profits, as proposed by the 
ISN in their strategy for dialysis in low resource settings should be one of the areas 
deserving focus. 

Most procurement policies and decision-making tools have fairly low criteria for 
environmental impact (e.g. 5 – 10%). This amount needs to be increased. 

A1. SNAP 
Committee 
Members will 
contact Dr. 
Stigant with 
further 
comments 
regarding the 
ISN GREEN-K 
Procurement 
Strategy in 
preparation for 
request for 
formal CSN 
endorsement 
for these 
materials. 
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 
Unfortunately, it often comes down to political will, e.g. at what point might 
environmental issues outweigh affordability issues? It was suggested that the new 
CSN Advocacy Committee be advised to put pressure on government to consider 
ways to promote adoption and use of products and procedures that protect the 
environment. 

Another issue is the monopolies held by some medical supply companies. The CSN 
and ISN should put more pressure on these companies for more sustainable 
options. This is an opportunity for change. 

CSN endorsement can only carry so much influence however it is hoped that by 
doing so and getting this tool into the public space it will be adopted within 
provincial health care systems. 

Alternate sustainable procurement standards such as those used in European 
jurisdictions and promoted by the UN Development Program were briefly 
reviewed and proposed for consideration. 

Dr. Stigant also reviewed the CSN endorsement policy specifically: 

• Relevance and importance to the CSN, CSN membership, Canadian 
Nephrology community and people living with kidney disease. 

• Real or perceived conflict of interest. 

• Scientific rigour. 

• Equity, diversity, inclusion and access. 
and noted that the sustainable procurement strategy and JSD fulfil these criteria.  

 

5. International ESKC Projects 

a) KDIGO Controversies Conference Green Dialysis 

Dr. Stigant is part of the Steering Committee for this Conference which focuses on 
sustainability innovations in dialysis systems. She reported that despite concerns 
about the environmental impact of air travel, the venue and all aspects of the 
meeting were chosen to minimize environmental impact as much as possible. The 
plan of work has been sent out and is emphasizing different systems and 
innovations. 

She encouraged members to visit the KDIGO site here: 
https://kdigo.org/conferences/green-dialysis/ 

 

b) NSW Hub for Implementing Change 

Dr. Alexandra Gallagher at St. George Hospital in Sydney Australia has set up a hub 
for implementing change in renal services in NSW and is looking for possible 
collaborators for multi-site work in ESKC.  Members are encouraged to contact Dr. 
Gallagher should they wish to collaborate on sustainability work in kidney care. 

 

A2. Dr. Stigant will 
continue her 
work on the 
KDIGO Steering 
Committee. 

A3. SNAP members 
are encouraged 
to check out Dr. 
Gallagher’s 
NSW Hub. 

https://kdigo.org/conferences/green-dialysis/
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

6. Literature Update: Dialysis Stewardship 

Dr. Ghimire provided a summary of his recent opinion piece in the Canadian 
Journal of Kidney Health and Disease entitled Unused Hemodialysis Acid 
Concentrate is Dollars and Dialysate Down the Drain. This article was co-authored 
with Drs. Karthik Tennankore and George Vitale. 

 

 

A4. Dr. Stigant will 
contact the new 
Chair of the CSN 
Advocacy 
Committee, 
once appointed, 
to discuss 
various 
advocacy issues 
related to 
sustainable 
nephrology. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/20543581241308631
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/20543581241308631
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 

 

 

 

Discussion 

The Committee congratulated Dr. Ghimire on his article and agreed that the third 
possible solution may be easiest to operationalize. It is important to address the 
numerous barriers identified to sustainability efforts. 

Ms. Thomas mentioned that in BC, the acid jug containers are recycled by the 
municipalities. This was also done for a brief period in Hamilton however this 
practice was stopped due to a single contaminated jug. 
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AGENDA ITEM / KEY DISCUSSION POINTS / DECISIONS ACTION ITEMS 
Dr. Martinusen mentioned that central acid baths are also an option, however, 
there significant logistical challenges to this approach, as well as up front costs, 
and they need to be installed correctly to ensure that they do not leak. Improved 
equipment is being installed in Montreal and possibly other hospitals / new 
dialysis unit builds. 

It was agreed that the new CSN Advocacy Committee should be informed of this 
issue as a possible advocacy issue. 

It was also suggested that the Committee consider holding another industry 
information session about novel sustainable products in development &/or 
recently introduced to our Canadian market. 

7. ESKC Education Updates 

a) 2025 CSN AGM 

Drs. Finkle, Glavinovic, Éthier and Sandery reported that they would be attending 
the upcoming CSN AGM. 

Two abstracts were submitted that would qualify for the Green Nephrology 
category. 

b) Fellows Education 

Committee members are encouraged to participate in a lecture for the Pre-Course 
that might be pre-recorded and circulated. 

Drs. Yohanna, Finkle and Sandery volunteered to assist with this. Others who are 
interested should email Dr. Stigant.   

A5. CSN admin to 
report back 
possibility of 
pre-recording 
this lecture, 
aiming to 
complete prior 
to AGM 2025 

8. Other Business 

Dr. Éthier reported that the international French Dialysis Green Nephrology Group 
was continuing to work on the online QI online tool/app to be used by dialysis 
students. This tool scores 112 items such as water use, energy, waste, etc. and can 
be used to compare with other dialysis units and over time. It also provides simple 
actions that can be done to address issues. This tool will be distributed in France 
and the group is willing to share this platform and have it translated into English. 

Dr. Éthier mentioned that she is also on a subcommittee regarding home dialysis 
waste and would be interested in discussing this matter with other SNAP 
members. 

A6. Dr. Éthier will 
check in with 
SNAP members 
regarding home 
dialysis waste. 

9. Wrap-up and Next Meeting Date / Time  

Drs. Stigant thanked the members for their attendance at the meeting. 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 11 at 1pm Pacific (4pm EST). 

 

A7. CSN Admin will 
send a calendar 
invite for the 
next meeting. 
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